SHARING HOUSEHOLD BILLS

Use this sheet to help you and your housemates record your household bills g
l

and payments.

Living in shared accommodation can make sense both financially and socially but
it is important that you and your housemates decide how you are going to manage
and pay the household bills, so that everyone pays their fair share.

Read the tips below, then see overleaf for an example of how you can keep arecord
your household bills and payments.

Tips for successful house (and bill) sharing:

e  Whether you are moving in with friends or people that you have not met before, make sure
that you start talking about how you are going to pay the bills as soon as possible.

e Responsibility for bills should be shared by everyone in the house.

e Assoon as you move in, contact all of the utility & service providers to let them know that
you are the new tenants.

e Try to put all of the housemates names on each bill, if this is not possible make sure that
everyone has their name on an equal number of bills so that overall responsibility is shared
equally.

e If money is given to one person in order to pay a bill, keep a written record of the money that
has been paid by each person (see the example overleaf) and get those involved to sign to say
that it is accurate.

e Keep afile of all bills received & payment receipts.

e |tisoften cheaper to pay bills by direct debit; you could choose to set up a joint bank account,
just to pay bills. You could have a joint account that each housemate puts an agreed amount
of money into at the beginning of each loan/grant period, to cover the bills for that period.

e  Be realistic about how much money will be needed, it is better to over-estimate and have
money left over at the end. You would also need to agree and record rules about how this
account is to be used.

e If you have communal areas, you will need to think about how you will cover other shared
costs such as cleaning products. You could set up a small kitty that everyone pays into
regularly. It could also be used to buy basic foods that you can all share, such as milk and
bread. Be clear about what you have agreed the money can be used for.

Q University
of Worcester

Student Services

August 2016

Provided by Money Advice Service, Peirson Centre, St Johns Campus, University of Worcester




Record of Household Bill Sharing

Address of Household:

Names of Housemates:

Details of Household Utilities and Providers

Utility Type
(eg. Water)

Name of Provider
(eg. Severn Trent)

Housemate(s) Named on
the Bill

Water

Gas

Electricity

TV Licence

Telephone (landline)

Broadband

Record of Monies Paid

Date Amount (£) | Name of Signature of | Name of Signature of | Payment for
Housemate Payer Housemate | Receiver what bill
Payer Receiver (eg. Water)




