Suzie
A primary school has contacted Children's Services regarding Suzie, aged 7, who has recently shared that she does not like going home to her current foster placement. Suzie is of Jamaican heritage and has lived with her White British foster carers, John and Melanie Jones, for four months. The couple have been approved foster carers for two years, and no previous concerns have been recorded about their care.
During a conversation with her class teacher, Suzie said that she is often asked to sit on the "naughty step" and that her foster carers regularly argue with each other, sometimes using language that upsets her. She also shared that she does not feel her hair is cared for in the way she is used to, which makes her feel different from other children. Suzie explained that she is expected to finish all the food on her plate, even when she dislikes it, and that she recently vomited after being encouraged to finish her meal.
Over the past few weeks, Suzie's teacher has noticed that she has become quieter in class and sometimes complains of stomach aches before the end of the school day. The school also reports that John and Melanie attend meetings when requested and communicate positively with staff.
You are Suzie's allocated social worker. The school has asked you to visit Suzie during lunchtime today to speak with her.

John
John is 29 and arrived in the UK three years ago after being displaced by armed conflict in his home country. He now lives alone in rented accommodation and has regular contact with his older sister, who lives nearby.
John has epilepsy and requires medication to manage his condition. His sister reports that he has recently appeared withdrawn, has lost weight and has missed several medical appointments.
John works long hours at a local convenience store but receives only small amounts of cash rather than a regular wage. His sister is also worried because several thousand pounds of his savings have gone missing over recent months, although John is unable to explain what happened to the money.
She tells you there are frequently different people visiting John's flat throughout the day and night. Neighbours have reported increased activity at the property and have expressed concerns about who is coming and going. John describes the visitors as "friends" and says they help him when he needs company.
John values living independently and has told his sister he does not want professionals becoming involved in his life. His sister is increasingly worried that he may be being taken advantage of. 
You are the social worker on duty when John's sister telephones to request advice and support.

Layla
Layla is 16 and has been living with her aunt, Aishat, for the past six months under an informal family arrangement following ongoing difficulties in her relationship with her mother. Her aunt has become increasingly worried about her wellbeing.
Aishat reports that Layla frequently leaves the house late in the evening, sometimes climbing out of her bedroom window after everyone has gone to bed. On several occasions, she has not returned home for two or three days. When asked where she has been, Layla becomes defensive and refuses to talk about it.
Layla's school has contacted Aishat to report that her attendance has fallen significantly over the past term. She has missed several important assessments, and staff are concerned she may not achieve the grades needed to progress to further education. Teachers have also noticed that Layla appears tired in lessons and has become increasingly withdrawn from her friendship group.
This week, Aishat noticed that Layla has a new iPhone and expensive trainers, despite having no known source of income. Layla says they were gifts from friends, but refuses to say who they are. Aishat has also noticed that Layla is receiving frequent messages on her phone, which she hides when anyone comes into the room.
Layla insists she can look after herself and says she does not want professionals becoming involved in her life. Aishat is becoming increasingly concerned that Layla may be at risk but is unsure what to do next.
You are the social worker on duty when Aishat contacts Children's Services to ask for advice and support.




