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Welcome to the University of Worcester Postgraduate Research Conference
2025. Our desire is for the conference to IGNITE your research creativity,
enable you to CONNECT with the PGR community, and ENGAGE in
meaningful research discussions.

This conference brings together our University of Worcester Doctorate in
Business Administration (DBA), PhD and MRes researchers for our annual
two day event. A special willkommen (welcome) to all our students joining
us from Fachhochschule des Mittelstands in Germany.

The PGR conference is a truly multidisciplinary event and a celebration of
the excellent and innovative research of our PGR community. Over the next
two days we will hear from students at all stages of their research degree, in
the form of 5 minute lightning presentations (Ignite sessions) and oral
presentations. The abstracts for all sessions can be found at the end of this
booklet.

We are grateful to our keynote speaker: Professor John-Paul Wilson,
University of Worcester, who will open first day of our conference. A special
thank you to Dr Andrea Tapia Arenas, Anke Trischler, Dr Gilda Davis, and Dr
Helen Watts for supporting our wellbeing panel.

If you need any assistance, the conference team will be more than happy to
help.

We hope you enjoy the next two days and leave feeling inspired and
energised as you continue on your research journey.

PGR Conference Committee 2025
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PROGRAMME

Registration and Refreshments

CH 2008

Welcoming Address

Conference Team and Prof. John-Paul Wilson, Pro Vice Chancellor Research
CH 2006

Keynote Address: A Short History of Doctoral Education in the UK
Prof. John-Paul Wilson, Pro Vice Chancellor Research

Comfort Break

CH 2008

Presentation
Stream 1
Chair: Dr Bere Mahoney
CH 2006

1. ‘Troubling the Practice of
Inclusion and (Re)Homing
Disability in Intersectionality:
Physical Activity Experiences of
Disabled Women with Multiple-
Marginalised Identities’

- Helen Black

2. 'Comparative case studies in
surrogacy law: assessing the
impact legal regulation of
surrogacy can have on children
and their rights’ - Felicity Miles

3. 'Supporting Neurodivergent
Response Police Officers: A Case
Study of Police Organisations in
England and Wales’ - Alexander
Wood

Presentation
Stream 2
Chair: Dr Pauline Kuithan
CH 2001

1. ‘Personal Barriers to Physical
Activity: An Intersectional
Analysis of Divorced Single
Mothers in China’s IT and
Internet Industries’

- Chunhong Zhou

2. 'ATTRACTING WOMEN AS A
CLIENT GROUP - Developing
recommendations for action for
German private banks to
improve female client’s
customer experience,
satisfaction and loyalty’

- Nina Haase

3. "“I'wanna live in a world where
change is possible”: Men co-
designing guidance for inclusive
eating, exercise, and body image
outreach resources for men’

- George Mycock

Presentation
Stream 3
Chair: Dr Claire McLoone-
Richards
CH 2003

1. ‘The role of inspirational
motivation in leadership
behaviours to shape an
effective digital
transformation in
municipal services
organisations in Germany’
- Lars-O Béckmann

2.'A New Operational
Model for eMarketing
Technology Deployment in
Higher Education in the
UK’ - Amitave Banik

3. ‘A new model, based on
theory and practice to help
to identify strategic drift’

- Werner Podkowik

4. 'The Roles of Chatbots
and Sustainability in The
Marketing of Fashion
Brands’ - Taiwo Fimihan
Olajumoke

Lunch Break

CH 2008

Round Table Discussion

CH 2008




Presentation Stream 4
Chair: Dr Charlotte Taylor
CH 2006

1. ‘A Critical Examination of
Nutritional Advice Received by
Mobility-Impaired Adults During
Their Chronic Progression and
Subsequent Habitual Use of a
Wheelchair - Early Findings and
Emerging Themes'

- Heather Chapman

2. ‘Exploring the relationship
between children’s social media
exposure, cognitive, social, motor,
and emotional profile and
associations with nutritional status
and buccal cell fatty acid profile’ -
Samantha Paskin

Ignite Stream 1
Chair: Anke Trischler
CH 2006

1. ‘The role of collegial emotional
labour in understanding the
complexities of the workplace
relationships between HR
Professionals and their stakeholders’
- Catherine Thompson

2. 'Passive Heat Acclimation in
Females of Varying Fitness Status’

- Olivia Barnes

3. ‘Lonely Schools: An Integrative
Literature Review of the Literature on
Coastal Schools in England’

- Matthew Martin

4. 'Establishing if there is a
metabolic link between mental
health and perimenopause’

- Bradan Houghton

5. Ahtasham Zameer

Presentation Stream 5
Chair: Dr Laila Kasem
CH 2001

1. ‘What keeps experienced
nurse working within the
NHS?’

- Liz Fenton

2. 'Targeted RNAI
Approaches for Sustainable
Control of Peronospora

viciae in Pea plants’
- Gizem Unal

Ignite Stream 2
Chair: Dr Scott Andrews
CH 2001

1. ‘Bipolar Disorder and
Trauma’ - Matthew Newell

2. ‘Exploring the
experiences of adult
children and their parents in
non-caregiving
cohabitation’

- Irene Conti

3. 'An Exploration of the
Lived Experiences of
Internalised Weight Stigma
in Women with PCOS: A
Qualitative Study in the UK’
- Utpreksha Gaude

4. 'Association between
autoimmune disease and

bipolar disorder’ - lan Laws

Presentation Stream 6
Chair: Dr Fleur Visser
CH 2003

1. ‘Household-Level
Vulnerability Assessment
Using Remote Sensing and
Principal Component
Analysis in Parashuram
Municipality, Nepal: A
Technical Framework for
Anticipatory Disaster Risk
Reduction’ - Beas Banerjee

2. 'Wildflower strip
establishment for enhancing
sustainability of UK
Vineyards' - Joseph Leaper

Presentation Stream 7
Chair: Dr Luke Devine
CH2003

1. ‘Do Maitland
mobilisations reposition the
talus?’ - Emma Gregory

2. 'Interpretive Ekphrastic

Response’ - Trudi Holland

Plenary

CH 2006

Images of Research Awards Event

The Glass Room at the Hive

Conference Meal (pre-booking essential)

Zizzi




PROGRAMME

9.00 | Registration and Refreshments CH 2008

9.30 Welcome and Panel Session: On the seesaw, balancing work, life, and study CH 2006

10.40

Presentation
Stream 1
Chair: Dr Laila Kasem
CH 2006

1. ‘Exploration of Pandemic
Related Anxiety Impacting the
Consumers Grocery Store
Choice’ - Gianluca Jacob

2. 'What is the habitual intake
of polyphenols in different
athletic populations, and the
effects of supplementation
upon performance, recovery,
and health markers?’

- James Moore

3. ‘Preliminary Findings:
Circumstances of precarity

experienced by forced migrant

entrepreneurs (FMEs) and

implications’-Tapuwa Mwedzi

Lunch Break

Presentation
Stream 2
Chair: Dr James Green
CH 1003

1. ‘Exploring how non-family
employees experience
belonging in German Family
Businesses and the Role of
Communication in fostering
this sense of belonging’

- Annika Baumgart

2. ‘Peeling back the layers to
make trust-based selection
decisions when vetting job
applicants using open-source
intelligence’ - Joanne Reid

Presentation
Stream 3
Chair: Dr Carla Solvason
CH 2003

1. ‘Autism spectrum traits

among adults with bipolar
disorder in the UK’ - Krista
Easton

2. 'What is the impact on
primary schoolteachers of
working with traumatised
children in the classroom?’
- Penny Paske

3. ‘Bridging Policy and
Practice: Local Education
Authorities' Perspectives on
Implementing National
Language and Education
Policies in Nigeria’ - Cordelia
Nwancha

CH 2008




Ignite Stream 1
Chair: Dr Luke Devine
CH 2006

1. ‘Desensitisation to the
Russia-Ukraine War on
‘X" - Ryan Jones

2. 'Constructing
Well-being: Students’
Lived Experiences and
Perceptions of Pressure
During High-Stakes
Examinations in an
Independent School’

- Nicola Sears

3. Andrea Johnson

4. ' Between Censor and
Censure: Angare (1932)
and its Many Lives' -
Utkarsh Sharma

5. ‘Research on the
Experience of Candidates
within the Recruitment
and Selection Process’ -
Christin Hall

Presentation Stream 5
Chair: Dr Bere Mahoney
CH 2006

1. ‘Empirical Assessment
of Operational Efficiency
Gains through Rule-Based
Access Management
System (RBAMS) in
International Airports’ -
Luca Moheb

2. 'Integrating ESG
Measures into Real Estate
Development: A strategic
framework for enhanced
project success’

- Andre Wellmann

3. ‘Navigating ethical
landscapes: The Values,
Impact and Sustainability
Model’ - Gisela Anthony

Ignite Stream 2
Chair: Dr Alison Prowle
CH 1003

1. ‘Ethics and vulnerable people’
- Diane Bushell

2. 'A Systemised Review of Teacher
Expectations and Student
Performance in Primary Schools:
Comparative analysis of India and
England’ - Raneesha Kalanchira
Parayampallath

3. 'A Comparative Review of
Literature: The Impact of Conceptual
Teaching Strategies on Secondary
School Students’ Mathematical
Confidence and Performance’

- Fathimath Zehra Bathool

4. ‘Islamic Influence and Muslim
Identities in the Crown Colony of
Sierra Leone during the Nineteenth

Century’ - Malina Yallanki

5. ‘The role of the Oral Microbiome in
Metabolic Syndrome and Quality of

Life’ - Manal Chouchane

Presentation Stream 6
Chair: Irene Conti
CH 1003

1. ‘The structure of psychological
contracts of hotel employees’
- Christian Rebehn

2. ‘Competition: Too Much of a Good
Thing?’ - Richard Hadley

3. 'A Survey Exploring Stigma
Towards People with Dementia Living
in Extra Care Housing’ - John Bosco
Tumuhairwe

Presentation Stream 4
Chair: Prof. Lynn Nichol
CH 2003

1. ‘Internal corporate
venturing in the context of
family-run SMEs in
Germany - a brief
literature review’

- Elisabeth Grashoff

2. 'Cross-generational
stakeholder approach to
non-financial reporting in
German SMEs:
transforming compliance
into competitive
advantages’ - Anke
Trischler

Presentation Stream 7
Chair: Dr Vessela Warren
CH 2003

1. ‘Green corporate social
responsibility practice and
green consumption
intention. A dual
theoretical approach in
the context of hotels in
Ghana.’ - Edward
Markwei Martey

2. 'Police use of force:
Analysing police/citizen
encounters in Ghana.’

- Peter Twumhene

Closing Plenary and Next Steps

CH 2006




Professor John-Paul Wilson
Pro Vice Chancellor Research

“A Short History of Doctoral Education in the UK”

This presentation will explore the origins of doctoral education in the UK in the
early 20™ century and track its subsequent development, drawing on my own
experiences of undertaking a PhD in the early 1990s and of 30 years thereafter of
being a “doctoral educator”. In tracing this history, | will explore what has changed
for doctoral students and what has fundamentally remained the same,
highlighting the eternal challenges of successfully completing a doctorate.

Prof. John-Paul Wilson completed his PhD on the socio-economic history of the Greek world
¢.800-500 BCE in the Department of History at UCL in 1994. Subsequently he held a British
Academy Postdoctoral Fellowship from 1996-1999 and a one-year research fellowship on the
AHRC-funded Celtic Inscribed Stones project (1999-2000) both also at UCL. During his PhD and
postdoctoral employment, he taught at UCL, KCL, St Mary’s University and Cardiff University. In
2000, he took up a Lecturer post in the Department of Classics at University of Wales, Lampeter,
becoming Head of Department in 2004. He moved to Worcester in 2007 to take up a
management role in the Doctoral School and has subsequently held a series of research leadership
and management roles, focused on doctoral education, researcher development, research
governance and research strategy, culminating in being appointed Pro Vice Chancellor Research in
2023.




Dr Helen Watts is a Principal Lecturer in Business and Deputy Head of Worcester

Business School. Helen’s research interests relate to understanding and evaluating

decision-making and behaviour. Whilst completing her MSc in Occupational

Psychology, Helen worked on MoD-funded research predicting coaching and

leadership behaviour in the armed forces and went on to achieve Chartership in

Occupational Psychology after working in consultancy. Following this, Helen secured

a match-funded PhD predicting customer retention, and other contract research

projects exploring membership retention. More broadly, Helen has contributed to research on
entrepreneurial personality, big data analytics, and public health research evaluating loneliness
interventions, talent management and clinical strategy. Helen is delighted to be supervising doctoral
students researching consumer anxiety, feminine leadership, IT recruitment, contractor selection and
open-source intelligence.

Andrea Tapia-Arenas is a final-year PhD researcher at the University of
Worcester, exploring the use of UAV-based remote sensing to assess bumblebee
- = | habitat quality in semi-natural grasslands. Originally from Costa Rica, she has a
B " background in forestry engineer and GIS. As an international student and single
~/ parent, she can share her perspective on the challenges and strategies of
balancing postgraduate research with family life.

Anke Trischler is a part-time DBA student at Worcester Business School
(commenced October 2021) with 30+ years of leadership experience across industry,
banking, international consulting, and IT sectors, culminating in founding her
sustainability consultancy in 2008.

procedures to support German SMEs with non-financial reporting requirements. This

research builds directly upon her consulting experience with SMEs, addressing the

urgent need for practical, stakeholder-inclusive approaches to sustainability reporting in a sector
comprising 99.5% of all European businesses. As a certified training partner for the Sustainability Code
and associate lecturer at Goethe University Frankfurt, Anke bridges theoretical knowledge with
practical application. Her expertise in corporate transformation management informs her research into
intergenerational stakeholder engagement and sustainable corporate development.

. /
Her doctoral research focuses on developing cross-generational stakeholder \\’ l

Anke holds a Diplom Kauffrau European Business from Paderborn University (D), Nottingham Trent
University (UK) and Université Louis Pasteur (F). She is co-author of "CSR in Hessen - Transformation
zur Nachhaltigkeit" (Springer Gabler, 2021) and member of the Sustainable Organisations Research
Group at Worcester, the British Academy of Management, and the BAM Consultancy Network.

Dr Gilda Davis | originally trained as an Enrolled Nurse in South Wales before
training as a Children’s Nurse in London. | became interested in working with
children with complex care needs when working in Romania with HIV+ children
and spent the next 25 years in children’s hospice care, with a couple of years
lecturing at the University of Wales, Bangor. Having returned to lecturing at UWE,
in 2020 (a few weeks before the first Covid lockdown), | am now a Senior Lecturer
in Children’s Nursing at the University of Worcester. | started my doctoral studies
in October 2019, where | explored the choices parents made when considering the
place of death for their child, when death was expected, and how the process of
liminality impacted upon the narratives of the parents.




IGNITE

‘A Comparative Review of Literature: The Impact of Conceptual Teaching
Strategies on Secondary School Students’ Mathematical Confidence and
Performance’

Fathimath Zehra Bathool

This presentation explores the comparative impact of conceptual teaching strategies, both abstract
and contextual, on secondary school students’ mathematical confidence and performance in England
and India. Mathematics is a critical subject in student academic development, yet many struggle due
to insufficient conceptual understanding. While England emphasizes inquiry-based, mastery-oriented
instruction, India’s system remains largely procedural and exam-focused. This research aims to
evaluate how these differing pedagogical approaches influence students conceptual understanding,
problem-solving skills, and self-efficacy in mathematics.

Using a qualitative methodology grounded in interpretivism and the Comparative Judgment (CJ)
theoretical framework, the study analyses secondary data to identify patterns in instructional
practices, curriculum implementation, and learner outcomes across both contexts. The thematic
analysis highlights key factors such as student engagement, teacher support, curriculum flexibility, and
the real-life relevance of mathematical instruction.

The purpose of this presentation is to share insights into how contextualized teaching can enhance
student confidence and deepen understanding, especially when compared to abstract or rote
methods. By critically examining the intersection of pedagogy and student perception, the study
informs teacher development, curriculum design, and educational policy in mathematics. The ultimate
goal is to contribute to improved teaching strategies that support meaningful, confident, and
conceptually sound mathematics learning.




‘Passive Heat Acclimation in Females of Varying Fitness Status’

Liv Barnes

Background: Climate change is associated with an increasing mean global surface temperature,
imposing a higher intensity and frequency of heat waves (GOV UK, 2024; Met Office, 2024). Heat
vulnerability is typically discussed regarding those with advanced age and pre-existing health
conditions; however, otherwise healthy, younger individuals still report their day-to-day life negatively
impacted by heat episodes (Mee et al., manuscript in preparation).

Females are an underrepresented population in research, with findings in males often applied to
females without consideration of biological and sex phenotype disparities (Elliot-Sale et al., 2021; Dole
et al., 2023). Therefore, it is empirical to investigate females’' response to heat stress, utilising
consideration of sex disparities to produce targeted guidelines and recommendations.

Aims: This body of research aims to examine the (1) perceptions and education surrounding UK heat
waves, (2) acute responses to a heat stimulus via hot-water@immersion, (3) adaptive responses from
passive heat acclimation and (4) responses to cooling methods in a healthy, female population, with
comparisons between varying fitness statuses.

Proposed Methods: Qualitative data will be collected to investigate perceptions and education
surrounding heat waves (1) via a self-administered online survey and focus groups. Quantitative
laboratory-based data will be collected to examine aims 2, 3 and 4. A study comparing the
thermophysiological stimulus of a home- and laboratory-based hot bath (2) will inform whether a
home-based passive heat acclimation protocol is suitable to subsequently investigate adaptations (3,
4).

‘Exploring the experiences of adult children and their parents in non-caregiving
cohabitation’

Irene Conti

In recent years, intergenerational cohabitation between adult children and their parents has become
increasingly common across Europe and the UK. Yet, this living arrangement remains underexplored in
research, often reduced to narratives of economic hardship or "delayed adulthood", and rarely
explored as a legitimate form of family life. Drawing on perspectives from Italy and England, my
research explores how family members living in these arrangements define "family” and how broader
sociocultural and political discourses shape their experiences. At this early stage, | am conducting a
Critical Interpretive Synthesis (CIS) of the literature to interrogate the assumptions embedded in how
this phenomenon is represented, theorised, and problematised. The CIS allows me to move beyond
description and critically reflect on how knowledge is produced in this field. In this presentation, | will
briefly outline the context of my research and share reflections on why | chose CIS as a first step. | will
also present early insights from the literature and discuss how this synthesis will shape the subsequent
phases of my PhD project.




‘The role of the Oral Microbiome in Metabolic Syndrome and Quality of Life’

Manal Couchane

Gaps in research: Increasing evidence linking oral microbiome to systemic diseases like type Il diabetes
and cardiovascular disease, however:
. Mechanism of action is still unclear.
Causality: cause or effect or correlation.
Individual variability: genetics, diet, lifestyle (inc dental hygiene).
Microbial species: pathogenic vs beneficial.
‘Increasing’ evidence but still limited.

Aim: to investigate and observe the role of the oral microbiome in the development and progression
of metabolic syndrome disease and the impact of this on quality of life. To achieve this, the following
objectives will be addressed:

1. Analyse the composition and diversity of the oral microbiome in individuals with metabolic

syndrome.
2. Measure and assess metabolic syndrome markers such as BMI, waist-to- || | | | | GTcG




