Information for International Staff & Students

Driving in the United Kingdom

Before driving in the United Kingdom as an international member of staff or student, it is important that you make sure that you fulfil the legal requirements and are aware of the correct procedures. These are outlined below.

LEGAL REQUIREMENTS - THE CAR


Registration
If you buy a brand new car, the dealer will usually arrange for the car to be registered for you. If you buy a used car, you need to transfer the ownership into your name and address. Usually you will be given the Registration Document to do this. This gives the car's registration number to its owner. You must re-register the car in your name soon after buying it. There is a form to fill in attached to the registration document and an address to send it to. If you do not get a Registration Document you can get the form from the Post Office. If you sell the car you must send part of the Registration Document to the DVLA (Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency), failure to do so will mean you are still liable for e.g. all speeding and parking fines 

Vehicle Excise Duty
You must ensure that the Vehicle Excise Duty for your car is paid before you drive it. You can obtain a disc by completing an application form (V10) that is available at the Post Office, and presenting it with the Registration Document, proof of valid car insurance, and an M.O.T. certificate for cars over 3 years old. The disc must be displayed on the inside of the windscreen on the passenger side of the car

Car Insurance
You must insure a car before driving it. There are three types of insurance that you can buy for your car; comprehensive (the fullest cover), third party, fire and theft, or third party only (the minimum cover). You will find a wide range of insurance companies listed in the local telephone directory, many of which will offer special policies for students. If you are bringing a car to UCW from abroad you must check that your insurance is valid in this country.

M.O.T. Test
This is the Ministry of Transport test, which exists to make sure that all vehicles are safe to be on the roads. All vehicles over three years old must pass this test every year. When you buy a car you should receive an M.O.T. certificate, or when your car is more than three years old you must take it to a garage for the test. 
The M.O.T. test can be done at many garages. However, prices vary, so check a few, and make sure that they are Ministry of Transport approved (they will display a sign which says this). 

The above information is also valid for Motorcycles and Mopeds.

IMPORTANT LEGAL REQUIREMENTS - THE DRIVER

Read a copy of the Highway Code before you drive a vehicle. This is available from most newsagents or bookshops

· You must drive on the left-hand side of the road and overtake on the right 

· If you are riding a motorcycle or a moped, you must wear a crash-helmet 

· The driver and front seat passengers must wear seat belts. Rear seat passengers must wear seat belts where they are fitted 

· You must not drive whilst under the influence of alcohol or drugs 

· You must observe speed limits: 20, 30 or 40 mph (miles per hour) in towns and built up areas, 70 mph on motorways and 60 mph on all other roads. Remember that speed limit signs are shown in miles per hour and not kilometres per hour. 

· You must observe the minimum age requirements: the minimum age for driving a car is 17 years of age; the minimum age for driving a medium sized goods vehicle is 18 years of age. 

· You must have a licence that allows you to drive in GB. 

DRIVING LICENCES
Students from a community country
List of EC/EEA Countries: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Republic of Cyprus, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovenia, Slovakia, Spain, Sweden, United Kingdom.

· if you are a student holding a community licence you may drive cars and motorcycles in Great Britain (GB) for as long as your licence remains valid, or until age 70

· if you do not hold a licence you must have been studying here for at least six months prior to taking a driving test or applying for a full licence

Students from a non-community country
List of designated countries: Australia, Barbados, British Virgin Islands, Canada, Falkland Islands, Faroe Islands, Hong Kong, Japan, Monaco, New Zealand, Republic of Korea, Singapore, South Africa, Switzerland and Zimbabwe.

· if you are a student holding a non-community licence or an international driving permit you may drive here for up to 12 months

· if you hold a driving licence from a designated country you may apply to exchange this for a British one up to five years after becoming a resident here

· if you do not hold a licence, or your licence was not issued in a designated country, you will need to apply for a provisional licence and then pass a driving test

· you will be able to take a test and obtain a full licence once you have been in GB for six months

CAR HIRE
Only hire cars for companies who are members of the British Vehicle Rental and Leasing Association http://www.bvrla.co.uk/
To hire a car you will need to show a valid Driver's Licence.  

BREAKDOWN COVER

Although not compulsory it is advisable to arrange breakdown cover for you vehicle, roadside repairs and towing can be very expensive if you do not have it. Most insurance companies will offer this service as an extension to their motor insurance cover.

Please note this information is for guidance only, you must ensure that you comply with all aspects of the law relating to vehicles and driving licences.

