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Link Tutor Forum

File note of meeting held on 22nd April 2010

1. 	
	Present
	Apologies

	Grant Adamson
	Karen Appleby

	David Broster
	Sean Bracken

	Scott Buckler
	Diana Dine

	Madeline Burton
	Alan Dixon

	Hannah Bush
	Sue Dutson

	Helen Corke
	Maureen Gamble

	Sue Cuthbert
	Ruth Hewston

	Gareth Dart
	Philip Hoare

	Jane George
	Ruan Jones

	Debbie Hodson
	John Keenan

	Chris Hughes
	Fran Leighton

	Wendy Messenger
	Sue Lillyman

	David Mycock
	Mike Reed

	Angela Oxley
	Gwenda Scriven

	Bob Parker
	Dominic Upton

	Jan Quallington
	Briony Williams

	Huw Richards
	

	Marion Salvoni
	

	Julie Smith
	

	Hugh Somervell
	

	
	



	Debbie Hodson welcomed everyone to the Forum.  

2.	Notes of the last meeting, 18th November 2009

	The notes were approved as an accurate record.  

3.	Matters Arising

i. Thematic audit
This was included on the agenda and would be discussed under agenda item 4. 

ii. Minimum qualifications for Registered Lecturers
Sue Cuthbert circulated an initial draft paper regarding reviewing the criteria and minimum qualification requirements for Registered Lecturers.  This has also been shared with HE Managers; however it is at initial draft stage and Link Tutors were requested not to circulate this outside of the University until the finalised version is complete.  SC would welcome any comments on the paper; Link Tutors were asked to read the paper and email any feedback or comments to SC as soon as possible.
It was confirmed that partner staff should all be aware of the requirements to become Registered Lecturers prior to teaching on a UW programme; however it is important that Link Tutors emphasise this and ensure that the details of any changes to the course team are passed onto Hannah Bush.
It was noted that it would be useful to include in the paper additional information as to the definition of “teaching staff” so that partners are clear who the criteria apply to, e.g. would this include visiting speakers, workplace assessors etc.

iii. Examination board guidance
It was noted that as changes are being made to the URF and PGRF and sections merged into these documents it was inappropriate to produce any additional guidance until this work is complete.  Link Tutors will be kept up to date with this.

iv. Good practice
Given the discussion group item regarding the thematic audit, this item had been deferred to the next meeting.
Action: Hugh Somervell to present item of good practice at next meeting; Hannah Bush to add to agenda.

4.	Thematic audit of the Link Tutor role – group discussion
This was the substantive item for the meeting.  Discussion took place in three focus groups, led by David Broster, Huw Richards and Jan Quallington.  Link Tutors discussed areas such as clarity of the LT role, confidence in undertaking the role, priorities for the role and support from Institutes and central departments.  Notes from the discussions will be fed into the thematic audit group and Link Tutors will be fully informed of the outcomes of the audit.

5.	Work based learning update
	Debbie Lambert and Colin Wood from the Lifelong Learning Network joined the meeting to update Link Tutors regarding the development of the University’s work based learning framework, leading to awards in Professional Practice.  Partners have been informed of this development and may contact Link Tutors for further information or guidance.  
Information was circulated; the development includes a suite of courses from Level 4 to Level 7.  The awards and modules will be validated but are to be populated with content depending on the work setting.  The emphasis is on project learning, and the awards will be used to develop bespoke courses, initially for employers, and later potentially for individual students.  The provision is most likely to be used as full cost provision, but could also potentially be used as Hefce or co-funded provision if numbers were to be available.  Link Tutors were invited to contact the LLN with any queries or for more information.
		
6.	Any other business

	It was highlighted to Link Tutors that an email had been circulated from the Director of Quality and Educational Development regarding the importance of collaborative provision for the University’s Institutional Audit (taking place in March 2011).  There will be a further meeting with Link Tutors specifically regarding Institutional Audit next academic year but it is important that Link Tutors are aware that collaborative provision will be included within the audit and audit trails followed through into collaborative provision as well as internally.  The email reminds Link Tutors of particular matters to be aware of, and will be re-circulated following the meeting.  Link Tutors were asked to inform SC and DH of any issues of which they are aware so that problems can be addressed at an early stage.


Date of next meeting:  TBC (November 2010).
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