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Link Tutor Forum

File note of meeting held on 21st November 2007

1. 


	Present
	Apologies

	Grant Adamson 
	Peter Alma 

	Sam Balloo 
	Heather Barrett

	Sue Cuthbert 
	Sue Callan 

	Gareth Dart
	Sue Dutson 

	John Fagg 
	Jacqui Fernell 

	Kate Fowler
	Richard Henson

	Joe Hodgson (Chair)
	Rob Herbert

	Debbie Hodson
	Tim Maxfield 

	Ruan Jones 
	Wendy Messenger

	Karima Kadi-Hanifi
	Sandra Newell

	Teresa Lehane
	Ruth Pearce 

	Jenny McMillan
	Gwenda Scriven

	Brian Nyatanga 
	Helen Shaw 

	Susanna Prankel
	

	John Price
	

	Alison Robins
	

	Vince Russel
	

	Marion Salvoni
	

	Hugh Somervell
	

	Mary Whitehouse
	

	Martin Woodford
	


2.
Notes of the last meeting, 18th April 2007


The notes were approved as an accurate record. 

3.
Matters Arising


All matters arising were included on the agenda. 

4.
Update on partner section of WebCT

The partner area of WebCT has now been live for several months and has been publicised to partner and UW staff. Recent fora for dissemination include the Partner Development Day and the HE Managers Forum. The partner area includes useful folders such as communication details, staff development, and partners’ information and is updated on at least a monthly basis. Partner colleagues are encouraged to forward details of their own staff development dates and to post any questions or observations to Have Your Say.   

It was confirmed that all partner staff, irrespective of the funding of their provision, have access to the partner area. All partner staff are encouraged to engage with the site since in the future, it is intended that this be a key conduit of information to all partners. 

Action: D Hodson will email all link tutors asking them to remind/alert their partner staff of the significance of the partner pages as a means of communication. 

It was noted that S Smith is also working with colleagues in ILS to develop partner pages on the UW website which will link with, and may eventually supersede, WebCT. The results of this project are almost due for launch and are intended to raise publicly the profile of partnerships for UW. It was noted that colleagues have been contacted regarding a MOODLE project. 

Action: S Smith to speak to A Rothery regarding the implications of the MOODLE project and its possible outcomes for the partner area of WebCT.

5.
Update on revisions to Associate Staff Status
Since the consideration of the draft forms for the new version of Associate Staff Status at the last forum, considerable progress had been made. The Forum was thanked for its insights, especially about using CVs supplied at validation as the means of approval for the new form of Associate Staff Status. It was confirmed that partner staff teaching UW-validated provision will no longer be recorded as Associate Staff but as Registered Lecturers and that staff administering or managing provision are eligible to become Registered Administrators/Managers. Teaching staff submitting their CVs at (re)validation will, on approval by the University Panel, be automatically registered. The details of Administrative/Managerial staff should be submitted with the (re)validation documentation on the form available from the AQU website. There is a separate form available for new academic staff who come onboard during the period of validation and the application flowchart (available from WebCT) was noted. 

The role of AQU and affiliated colleagues in streamlining this process was acknowledged. It was agreed that D Hodson would be the first point of contact for any problems or enquiries. 

6.
Renewed discussion on UW expectations of partners


It was noted that the set of expectations drawn up at the last Forum had been submitted to the last EPPSC of the 2006/07 session. These had been well-received as valuable principles and EPPSC had suggested that an expectation about Registered Lecturer Status be added. 


The Forum was pleased that EPPSC had received the expectations favourably but felt that there was further work to be done on the list. In particular it was felt that the list could better differentiate between the expectations that a link tutor could have of their equivalent colleague/partner team and those that would be expected between institutions. It was agreed that the latter should be the subject of course agreements, of which the link tutor should receive a copy. 


In line with the above discussions, it was agreed that although the link tutor was invaluable in conveying information between institutions, he/she was not necessarily in a position to assure all of the additional expectations stated.   
Action. J Hodgson/D Hodson to re-work the list in light of this discussion and re-circulate to the Forum.    
7.
Best Practice     


The Forum was updated on the intention to post instances of good practice in partnership working on the Partner Pages of WebCT.
Action: Link tutors to forward any examples to J Hodgson/D Hodson, having first checked that the partner is prepared for these to be made public. 
8.
Any other Business


A Robins offered to deliver an agenda item at the next forum.

Date of the next meeting:
17th April 2008. 
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