Section 7: Section 7

	12. Please provide further information about your experience of your research degree programme. For example, what would further improve your experience? 

	AS a part time research student, more study leave would help considerably. 

	As a part time student I feel that information and help is not provided within the tight time framework I experience. I am a tutor within the institution and often feel that this is a disadvantage. I feel the system is more positively orientated towards full time students. All the examples provided are from full time students and little mention is made of how part time students can manage their time to meet specific deadlines set by the institution. Also information regarding standards and expectations is rather vague. For example, the proposal is, by it's very nature a draft document and as such should be judged accordingly, instead of requiring more specific information which will not be known until the research progresses to that point. 

	At the initial introductory stage, perhaps a clear indication regarding available financial help. 

	better access to appropriate facilities and technical support 

	Difficult to get hold of supervisors especially when one of the is now retired 

	Easier access to literature -I work at home 

	I have transfered from the Open University part way through my PhD/MPhil. I had collected my data while with the OU and am now in the process of analysing it. I've been with W.Uni since Oct '06 and have completed RDB1 for the RDB in April. Gathering expert Reviews and re-writing my research proposal, becoming familiar with W. Uni requirements etc has taken up the time since then, although I have continued to do some data analysis, Lit searc and reading. My Director of studies has been very helpful with all this. As yet there have been no meetings with the rest of my team. I imagine this will follow the RDB meeting. For these reasons it has not been possible to answer all the questions in earlier sections, because I don't know yet. Some questions i.e career development are irrelevant to me because I'm retired and there are no 'I don't know' or NA boxes in this part of the questionaire. 

	If there were a group of students with similar research interests who I could meet regularly. If I could be more involved with the relevant department. i am very isolated 

	more guidance for transfer report from MPhil to PhD 

	More help with time management and more structured planning. Also, more guidance in terms of literature - you develop your research skills better when you find out by yourself but it takes much longer! 

	More integrated lab and office space which I can access when I want to, not only when no one else is using it 

	More opportunities to meet up with other PhD students 

	More regular seminars with others who are researching in a similar field 

	My research experience so far has been very beneficial, but more extensive library facilities would be very helpful indeed. 

	The graduate research school is supportive, but my department is not. 


