	MODULE SPECIFICATION



	*Module Code:

	RTP402

	*Module Title:
	Dissemination, Engagement & Impact

	*Department:
	Graduate Research School

	*Subject:
	Education

	Module Leader:
	John-Paul Wilson

	*Module Type and Restrictions: 
	PG Cert, Closed


	*Level:

	7

	*Module Credits:
	20

	*Module Status in relation to courses: 
	Mandatory for PG Certificate in Research Methods


	*Pre-requisites:
	Students will normally have completed both RTP401 and a  Subject specific research methods module before undertaking this module

	*Co-requisites:
	None

	*Excluded combinations:
	None


	*Location of Teaching: 
	University of Worcester

	Short Module Descriptor:


	This module builds on RTP401 to develop further the skills and knowledge that research students need to become effective researchers within their field.  It focuses primarily on enhancing the skills needed to disseminate their research effectively in a number of different contexts: from presenting posters or papers at conferences to publishing in academic journals.  It also emphasises the central importance of understanding the ‘research landscape’ of their field of study – the principle conferences, the key journals, the important societies and associations – and enables them to operate within this landscape. 

	*Rationale:


	The ability to distil, present and effectively communicate research findings is an essential part of the training for research students.  Although the acquisition of some of these skills involve long term experience, it is important that good practice is acquired from the beginning.
This module aims to:
· develop the experience and skills to effectively disseminate their knowledge and practice within the wider research community and beyond

· provide PG research students with a knowledge of the wider professional research context 

	*Intended Learning Outcomes 


	On successful completion of the module, students should be able to: 
1. Write clearly and coherently in a style appropriate to purpose
2. Construct coherent arguments and articulate ideas clearly to a range of audiences, formally and informally through a variety of techniques

3. Constructively defend research outcomes at seminars, conferences, etc
4. Critically analyse and evaluate their findings and those of others

	Indicative Content 


	The module focuses on the following:
· The ‘research landscape’
· Networking

· Producing a research poster
· Presentation skills
· Planning for publication

· Writing for publication

· Writing funding bids

	*Mode of Module Delivery
	The module will be delivered in two modes:

· weekly sessions across 12 weeks of a semester
· a 1-week residential session coupled with a distance learning package

	Learning and Teaching Activities


	The module consists of lectures, seminars, group-work, student presentations
Students undertaking the residential session will be provided with material through the VLE and through email.

	Use of learning technologies
	This means that all learning materials are placed on BlackBoard, e.g. handouts, powerpoint slides, etc.

	*Attendance Policy /Requirement
	There is no formal attendance requirement, but students are expected to attend all timetabled sessions.

	*Assessment Details 
	Summative Assessment Items

Indicative Word Limit or equivalent (e.g. time) 

Weighting

Learning Outcomes Assessed

Anonymous

Marking

Conference Presentation
20 minute presentation
50%
2,3,4
No
Written up paper
2500 words
50%
1,2,3,4
No


	Sample Assignments


	1. A conference paper which can be effectively delivered in 20 minutes at the UW Research Student Conference. Students will be expected to respond to questions for up to 10 minutes.
2. A written version of the conference paper (approx. 2500 words) fully referenced and written in the appropriate style.

	Key Texts


	Craswell, G. (2005) Writing for Academic Success: A Postgraduate Guide Sage: London.

Shephard, K. (2005) Presenting at Conferences, Seminars and Meetings: Planning, Implementation, and Evaluation, Sage: London.

	Indicative Bibliography and other learning resources


	Brewer, E. (2001) Finding Funding, Grant writing From Start to Finish, Including Project Management and Internet Use, Fourth Edition, Sage: London.

Huff, A.S. (1998) Writing for Scholarly Publication, Sage: London.

Leukefeld, C.G. & Ries, J.B. (1995) Applying for Research Funding: Getting Started and Getting Funded, Sage: London.

Mundry, S. (2000) Designing Successful Professional Meetings and Conferences in Education, Sage: London.

Murray, R. (2004) Writing for Academic Journals, Open University Press.
Prosser, M. and Trigwell, K. (1999) Understanding learning and teaching: the experience in higher education, Buckingham, the Society for Research into Higher Education & Open University Press.

	Date Module Specification Validated  
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