	MODULE SPECIFICATION

	*Module Code:
	RTP401

	*Module Title:
	Processes and Skills, Management and Methods

	*Department:
	Graduate Research School

	*Subject:
	Education

	Module Leader
	John-Paul Wilson

	*Module Type and Restrictions: 
	PG Cert, Closed


	*Level:

	7

	*Module Credits:
	20

	*Module Status in relation to courses: 
	Mandatory for Research Training Programme and PG Certificate in Research Methods

	*Pre-requisites:
	None

	*Co-requisites:
	None

	*Excluded combinations:
	None


	*Location of Teaching: 
	University of Worcester

	Short Module Descriptor:


	This module is aimed at providing research students with the generic skills they will need to progress with and to complete their research degree.  Faced with a project larger in scope and length than anything they are likely to have undertaken in their academic or professional life, the module focuses on providing students with the skills to plan and manage their project, to collect and manage their research data and to structure and write their thesis. 

	*Rationale:


	Students embarking on a research degree at the University of Worcester under the regulations of Coventry University are required to follow a programme of related studies. The QAA Code of practice for Postgraduate Research programmes states that ‘research students should have access to gain the skills they need to design and complete their programmes effectively’. The module provides the appropriate training and education to understand the formal requirements of the programme and to formulate and develop a research proposal and programme of study and research at postgraduate level.
This module aims to:

· provide students with generic preparation for postgraduate research

· provide students with the knowledge and skills to plan a postgraduate research programme

	*Intended Learning Outcomes 


	On successful completion of the module, students should be able to: 

1. critically evaluate current research in the relevant subject area

2. synthesise clearly and coherently current research in the relevant subject area and identify the key issues

3. critically assess appropriate research methodologies in the subject area or related disciplines

4. demonstrate the ability to plan a research programme within the timescales available


	Indicative Content 


	The module focuses on the following:

· The Research Degree process

· Finding and managing bibliographical information

· Identifying the research question

· Reading and writing strategies

· Planning and managing the project

· Methods

· Methodology and theory
· Research conduct and ethics

	*Mode of Module Delivery
	The module will be delivered as follows:

· A minimum of 12 workshops delivered face-to-face or at a distance

	Learning and Teaching Activities


	The module consists of lectures, seminars, group-work and ‘hands-on’ IT sessions.

Students undertaking the residential session will be provided with material through the VLE and through email.

	Use of learning technologies
	The module utilises the VLE to support face to face teaching.  This means that all learning materials are placed on BlackBoard, e.g. handouts, powerpoint slides, etc.

	*Attendance Policy /Requirement
	There is no formal attendance requirement, but students are expected to attend all timetabled sessions.

	*Assessment Details 
	Summative Assessment Items

Indicative Word Limit or equivalent (e.g. time) 

Weighting

Learning Outcomes Assessed

Anonymous

Marking

Research Proposal
1000
70%
1,2,3,4
No
Short presentation on research

10 minutes plus questions

30%

1,2

No



	Sample Assignments


	Research proposal – the student is asked to produce a research proposal that conforms to the criteria for the RDB1 (Approval of Research Proposal), that is which the research question; the research context; the methodology and methods or critical framework; timescales; and key references.

Short presentation on research – the student is asked to give a 10 minute presentation on their research to their peers

	Key Texts


	Dunleavy P. (2003) How to Plan, Draft, Write and Finish a Doctoral Thesis or Dissertation Palgrave Macmillan.

Finn J. (2005) Getting a PhD: An Action Plan to Help Manage Your Research, Your Supervisor and Your Project Routledge.

	Indicative Bibliography and other learning resources


	Gray D. (2005) Doing Research in the Real World Sage.

Holloway I. & Walker J. (1999) Getting a PhD in Health and Social Care Blackwell.

O' Leary Z. (2005) The Essential Guide to Doing Research Sage.

Oliver P. (2003) Writing Your Thesis Sage.

Philips E. & Pugh D. S. (2005) How to Get a PhD Open University Press.
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