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ETHICS CHECKLIST FOR  STAFF/POSTGRADUATE STUDENTS WRITING A RESEARCH PROPOSAL

This form is intended as an initial checklist for students/members of staff undertaking a research project.  Ethical approval must be obtained prior to starting research with human subjects, animals, human tissue and literary or artistic works with human or animal subjects.

	Researcher:
	     

	Email:
	     

	Institute/Service/Dept:
	 FORMDROPDOWN 


	Status:
	 FORMDROPDOWN 


	Supervisor (if PG student):
	     

	Project Title:
	     


Checklist
	
	
	Yes
	No

	
	
	
	

	1.
	Does the study involve participants who are particularly vulnerable or unable to give informed consent? (e.g. children, people with learning disabilities, your own students/employees)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	2.
	Will the study require the co-operation of a gatekeeper for initial access to the groups or individuals to be recruited? (e.g. students at school, members of self-help group, residents of nursing home)


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	3.
	Will the study involve discussion of sensitive topics (e.g. sexual activity, drug use, abuse, discrimination)?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	4.
	Is pain or discomfort likely to result from the study?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	5.
	Could the study induce psychological stress or anxiety or cause harm or negative consequences beyond the risks encountered in normal life?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	6.
	Will it be necessary for participants to take part in the study without their knowledge and consent at the time? (e.g. covert observation of people in non-public places)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	7.
	Does the study involve deception?


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	8.
	Will the study require the gathering of information about unlawful activity?


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	9.
	Does the research involve access to, or the collection of, sensitive/confidential data from other organisations?


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	10.
	Will financial inducements be offered beyond reasonable expenses and/or compensation for time?


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	11.
	Will invasive procedures be part of the research (e.g. blood sampling, temperature probes)?


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	12.
	Will the study involve prolonged, high intensity or repetitive testing?


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	13.
	Does the study involve testing of animals?


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	14.
	Does the study involve NHS patients, staff or premises?


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



If the answers to any of these questions change during the course of your research, you must alert your Supervisor or Ethics Representative immediately.
Signatures

	Researcher:
	
	Date:
	     

	Supervisor (if applicable)
:
	
	Date:
	     

	HoI (if applicable)
:
	
	Date:
	


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	The researcher has answered NO to all the above questions and does not consider that this research project needs to undergo further Ethical Approval.

	Institute Ethics Representative:
	


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	The researcher has answered YES to at least one of questions 1-13 and has forwarded a completed Ethical Approval Form to the Institute.

	Institute Ethics Representative:
	


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	The researcher has answered YES to at question 14 and has submitted to the NHS National Research Ethics Service (NRES).

	Institute Ethics Representative:
	


A COPY OF THIS FORM SHOULD

BE FORWARDED TO THE GRADUATE RESEARCH SCHOOL

� Please note that a PG student’s checklist must be agreed and signed off by the principal Supervisor.


� Please note that a member of staff’s checklist must be agreed and signed off by their Head of Institute (HoI).





