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	Helping Students Avoid Plagiarism
In essence plagiarism is ‘the presentation of the work of another as if it was one’s own independent work or any improper use of sources which seeks to gain an unfair advantage’ (University of Worcester, 2008, page 1). Plagiarism has become a major concern in recent years for lectures across all subject disciplines who work in higher education. Many authors recognise that students have always tried to seek an unfair advantage but that plagiarism is on the increase because of way they are now expected to retrieve and manage the information they need for their coursework (Errey, 2002). This has led to a belief by many authors that the way to reduce the incidence is to employ computer software tools which check students work against other internet sources. Carroll and Appleton (2001) argue (in their good practice guide) for a ‘balanced approach’ which combines good practice in both academic and university policies.  Park (2003) agrees stating that higher education institutions need “to develop cohesive frameworks for dealing with student plagiarism that are based on prevention supported by robust detection and penalty systems that are transparent and applied consistently” (page 483). 

The aim of this guide is to provide you with some practical tips on how to reduce the incidence of plagiarism and promote academic integrity amongst university students. Guidance will focus on the following aspects: making students aware of plagiarism teaching the skills of academic discourse and citation and designing plagiarism out of courses (Carroll and Appleton, 2001)

How can I make students aware of plagiarism?

· Inform students about the plagiarism policy emphasising that they are expected to comply with these regulations and include guidance on how they will be supported in doing this. This should be done on a regular basis, not just in the first year of study.

· Make sure guides are written in plain English and include definitions of plagiarism and collusion and inform students of how to access further information or advice.

· Reinforce understanding for particular groups of students e.g. International students. By revisiting the topic on a regular basis during group and individual tutorials/seminars 

How can I teach students the skills of academic discourse and citation?

· Include a compulsory subject specific study skills module in the first part of your course and revisit the topic at regular intervals throughout the whole programme e.g. on a semester or term basis.

· Include teaching sessions which focus on practicing academic writing, referencing conventions and show students through the use of practical examples how to avoid plagiarism. Use of enquiry based and active learning teaching approaches to which provide students with opportunities to discuss, practice and feedback on their learning.

· Give students guidance on how to develop a systematic approach to planning and organising their workload in order to reduce a last minute approach to the submission of course work. 
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	How can I design plagiarism out of my courses?

· Be aware of the online essay banks in order to avoid introducing designing assignments that already exist.

· Design an assessment strategy which contains a number on inter-related formative and summative assignments. This helps ensure that those students who cheat on one assignment put themselves at risk of losing out on the next assignment. 

· Plan authentication exercises to check if students have completed the work e.g. oral presentations; viva examinations; annotated bibliography; formative class quizzes etc.

How can I reduce plagiarism when designing written assessments?

· Never reuse old assignments, change the assessment task (s) each time you teach a course.

· Pose questions that require analysis, comparison, evaluation or reflection on individual practice or develop tasks that are difficult to reproduce by requiring students to make reference to local or recent events, ideas or cases/ people.

· Use a range of different assignment formats, such as reports, posters, information leaflets, dialogues, case studies, open book papers and not just essays.

· Assess the process rather than the product of assessment by asking students to submit work throughout their course in the form of progress reports, drafts, revisions or annotated bibliographies.

How can I prevent students using fellow students work?

· Ensure group tasks are assessed in ways that makes it harder for the whole group to agree to plagiarise e.g. get students to submit individual presentation summaries or annotated bibliographies a week or so before the task.

· Personalise the task e.g. ask for individually negotiated tasks or activities which get students to rely on their own unique data sets.

· Link assessed tasks that produce largely similar answers but include an authentication process such as a viva or examination.

· Consider using peer assessment in oral presentations to promote the principles of academic integrity and positive student behaviours.

How else can I deter plagiarism?

· Provide explicit instructions about planned assignments and tell students exactly who they can get help from and if relevant provide tutorial support.

· Ensure your department have secure systems in place for recording and returning marked work to students. 

· Assess the process as well as the product through effective use of by related assessments and/ the submission of written drafts. In this way you should be able to monitor and track the students work more effectively.



	
Useful Links

· Carroll and Appleton Good Practice Guide
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/uploaded_documents/brookes.pdf
· The Higher Education Academy - Resources 
http://www.heacademy.ac.uk/ourwork/learning/collaboration
and enter the term ‘plagiarism’

· University of Leeds teaching resources
http://www.ldu.leeds.ac.uk/plagiarism/teaching.php#nugget
· Plagiarism and how to avoid it website
http://ec.hku.hk/plagiarism/acknowledging.htm
· Plagiarismadvice. org
http://www.jiscpas.ac.uk/wp/index.php
· Birmingham University
http://www.cs.bham.ac.uk/resources/studentinfo/plagiarism.htm
· Worcester University pages
http://www.worc.ac.uk/studyskills/documents/Plagiarism_and_Referencing.pdf
	
	


