Guidance for Module Outlines

A module outline is a significant reference point for students. As such, it is important that they contain relevant information in manner that makes engagement easy and efficient. 

This document is designed as guidance in support of the aims outlined above.  It is in not intended to be prescriptive, although it is a requirement to inform students of certain of the elements discussed.   These compulsory elements are indicated with an asterisk and are written in blue text.
Introduction
This should cover the main themes of the module and outline its aims. It should also include the intended learning outcomes. If the approach to learning and teaching is going to be very different from the pattern students are familiar with, then you should consider outlining the approaches that you will take, their rationale and any relevant student behaviours that you are hoping to generate. 
From time to time it might be worth rationalising the ‘standard approaches’ in this way also. In addition to this ‘academic description’ you may want to consider including, early on in your outline, some domestic issues such as:

· Attendance requirements (you may wish to emphasise that students that succeed tend to be those that attend)

· Indicative schedule with rooms – and note how any room changes will be communicated.

· Pointers to relevant student support services / guides, eg: writing in residence, Disability and Dyslexia Service, reference guides, study skills web site.
· Your contact details, and when and how you like to be contacted

· You could also a provide link to student SOLE page and to Blackboard module.
Session outlines

Good practice would be to include session synopses which could also indicate preparation activities, e.g. specific directed reading.
Learning and Teaching resources
Do include an indication of any specific resources that students need to have access to.  This is particularly important if you are expecting students to use an item of software or purchase a set text.
Do provide a reading list if appropriate. Note that it is more effective, particularly for Level 4 students, to give specific reading activities that are linked to module session. 
The University has developed an approach to describing reading resources for students; this approach is described below and should be used for all module outlines*. Do remember to check that the reading that you are recommending is accessible to disabled students.
	Set Text

(All students are expected to purchase this text)
	If there is no set text for the module add this note: ‘There is no set text to purchase for this module’.

	Essential Reading

(All students are expected to read these works)
	This should not normally exceed a dozen or so works, although the number of works could be greater where a module is utilising research papers rather than longer works. 

Where possible this should be made available electronically to improve access. Include e-journal articles, e-books, digitised books chapters or print journal articles, and websites where appropriate.

Bibliographic layout should adhere to University referencing guidelines (if appropriate).



	Further Reading 

(Reading that is desirable in that it expands knowledge or understanding of a subject)


	Higher performing students are likely to engage with a significant amount of reading around the subject. 


Feedback on the module

You should include a statement of how feedback on the module will be collected, you should also include a summary of feedback from the previous module and how this was acted on*. 

Assessment
You should include a description of the module’s assessment(s)*, this should include:

· the type of assessment and a description of the assessment
· the learning outcomes each assessment item is testing

· the submission date 

· the date feedback will be available 

· pointers to where students can get help with assessments

· description of assessment marking criteria 

· If available the re-assessment task.
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