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Non-linear Presentations





Numbers Board: numbers are linked to a question and series of review slides


� EMBED PowerPoint.Slide.8 ���


Concept Map: concepts are linked to slides that inter-link with other concepts


� EMBED PowerPoint.Slide.8 ���
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Creative Structure of PowerPoint





Typically presentations tend to be linear i.e. the 


presenter progresses from slide 1 to 2 to 3 etc. 


With PowerPoint this doesn’t have to be the case. 


Hyperlinks and action buttons can be used to jump


to different topics within the presentation as well as


linking to web-based resources.





Use the following link for an animated presentation on non-linear


PowerPoints �HYPERLINK "http://breeze.sccoe.org/p76386664/"�http://breeze.sccoe.org/p76386664/�








Using PowerPoint Effectively





PowerPoint is undoubtedly the primary presentation software used in higher education. There are many benefits of using PowerPoint:





Provides structure and enables presentations to flow. 


The ability to utilise a range of media can make it stimulating for a range of learning styles. 


Variety of options for producing handouts that can be used to encourage active learning by students. 


Flexible, portable and easy to update.





However, it can be all too easy to overuse the software and reduce the learning experience. This guide will identify some key points to optimise the learning experience with PowerPoint.





Slide Design





Keep it simple. Use the same slide design and background colour throughout – the Slide Master is great for this.





‘Sans Serif’ fonts e.g. Arial, Comic Sans are easier to read and use a minimum font size of 24pt.





Some background/foreground combinations are difficult to distinguish so use high contrast and plain colours. 





Less is always more! No more than 6 bullet points/slide, and avoid too much text and too many slides.





Use images and graphics to illustrate key points and processes but always check the copyright.





Don’t use images and animation for embellishment purposes; only include them if it significantly enhances learning.





Add web links into your presentation to incorporate a wider learning environment to promote discovery, discussion and interpretation








PowerPoint Training:





Better Solutions provide free on-line tutorials covering all beginner and advanced skills: �HYPERLINK "http://www.bettersolutions.com/powerpoint/PZZ583/VD645833531.htm"�http://www.bettersolutions.com/powerpoint/PZZ583/VD645833531.htm�





UW Personnel also provide PowerPoint training sessions within their IT training �HYPERLINK "http://www2.worc.ac.uk/personnel/"�http://www2.worc.ac.uk/personnel/�





On-line PowerPoint Guides





�HYPERLINK "http://www.warwick.ac.uk/ETS/Publications/Guides/Classroom/Powerpoint/docs/Powerpoint2_Teaching.doc"�Using Gagne’s Events of Instruction to structure your PowerPoint by Warwick University�





�HYPERLINK "http://www.techdis.ac.uk/resources/sites/accessibilityessentials3/index.html"�JISC Techdis guide to creating accessible and inclusive presentations�








Media Sources





Video: �HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com"�http://www.youtube.com�


 


Images: �HYPERLINK "http://www.flickr.com"�http://www.flickr.com�





Audio Books: �HYPERLINK "http://www.archive.org"�http://www.archive.org�








Sharing PowerPoint





Slideshare is an increasingly popular site for sharing PowerPoint presentations on a wide range of serious and fun topics �HYPERLINK "http://www.slideshare.net/"�http://www.slideshare.net/�








Interactive Quiz Templates





�HYPERLINK "http://www.murray.k12.ga.us/teacher/kara%20leonard/Mini%20T's/March%20Mini%20T-Games/Games.htm"�Design of interactive quizzes e.g. Who Wants to be a Millionaire, Jeopardy, Deal or No Deal are made simple with these templates:�








Further Reading


�HYPERLINK "http://www.bioscience.heacademy.ac.uk/journal/vol2/beej-2-3.pdf"�Jones, A.M. (2003). The use and abuse of PowerPoint in Teaching and Learning in the Life Sciences: A Personal Overview. BEE-j Volume 2.� 





Produce by Louise Martin





Active Learning with PowerPoint





One of the biggest dangers with PowerPoint is to spend all your time talking at your audience! This passive engagement of the student is likely to be ineffective for learning.





Actively engage your students by incorporating a variety of tasks and activities within your presentation. This could include





Observation of practice via a web linked video clip �HYPERLINK "http://uk.youtube.com/watch?v=ORxFwBR4smE"�http://uk.youtube.com/watch?v=ORxFwBR4smE�





Individual reflection





Application of key concepts to own experience – opportunity to relate new knowledge to their own experiences





Play games and quizzes e.g. Jeopardy, Millionaire (templates available), or consider the use of Personal Response Systems (PRS) for interactive assessments with instant feedback





Group discussion and feedback – you don’t need to get to or receive feedback from every group, just some!





Capture student input by adding to slides as you go along








Inclusive Learning with PowerPoint





Good practice with PowerPoint includes ensuring that your presentation is inclusive for all learner needs.





Make your PowerPoint presentations available in advance for all your students. 





There are a range of options for producing handouts that promote structured note taking, including exporting the presentation to Word.





Diagrams should be accompanied by a printed version and alternative text that describes the key points being illustrated





Do not use colour or italics to convey meaning or to highlight a key point as some students may have visual difficulties. Instead use bold.  





Patterned backgrounds, blocks of upper case text and bright red text should all be avoided.





Give a written commentary to the slides using the ‘notes’ facility.
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